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20 8 
17 U is not to be denied, but that the Liber- 
2 of the Engli/ſb depends chiefly, if not 
bbolely, upon the Houſe of Commons, 
who being the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple, ought therefore to be the Guardians 
of their Liberties. To this end every Member 
of that Houle bath a right to Speak his Senſe of 
2 ings, relating to the Publick, with all free- 
in the worſt of Times thar hath never, 
hat Þ know of, been denied (unleſs you will 
pt thoſe Days when Oliver Cromwell kept 
hwy Parliament in due Order ;) and when 
asd, whether by Red · Coats 

1 0 1 or by Red - Coats wich: 

our Doors, our Conſtitutiona ſeems pretty near 

ics 8 3 and all that remains is for the 
Friends to England to ſtand it out as long as 
they can, and then to make as decent an Exit as 
thelr Enemies will afford them. | 
poeering the Paſſions and Intereſts of Man- 

the Places and Peaſions from Court, and 

K ate Ae Fe! at Elections, an un- 
0 Parliament was no more to be ex- 
than an uacorrupted Court. Neither on 

+ Other hand was it to be imagined that any 
Fiibe of Men, Who have the Honour. to ſit in 
Parliament, ſhould fall foul upon a Member of 
their own. Houſe, bait him ſor wy tk Hours to- 
gether, threatenſbim wich Expuloo, the Tower, 
and God knows What, and all for his, only. ſay- 
= he thought a Proclamation Dangerous ; As if 
a Man might as well commit Treaſon as ſpeak 
againſt 3 Paper that hath G. R at the; Top, 2 

IT tha Beem. 

Whether. the Proclamation. be Dangerous XI 
pot, doth nor as yer appeat to that Houſe, be- ane 
cauſe the Gentleman, ho uſed the Expreſſion, 
was. not allowed an Opportunity to give bis. 
Mt ek for it, but, on the contrary, Was 
a ee aid 1 and is repreſented by the 

of Loudon and Amſtendam, Who are in 
—_ with ane another, 28 if; bed. 
hoon © Gailry of ſome. nowglous Crime, fon 
which he eee 8 Hon. 
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ane. And upon this the Heat for the by 
__ ; and what appear'd Lenity in I 


(har; Mr. Compiroller — that fines - M0 


— of the Houſe of 3333 kn 4 | 
Ce of Sir William Wyndham. * 10 


This is the State of the Caſe as it Glo RE 3 
on the Books of the Houſe, and is ” 3 
our faſhionable News: Writers; and F 7 
hopes ſome one would have taken i 
this to ſet the Whole in a true Light 3 bur? ünce 
that hath hitherto, either through Feng 1 25 

— 


miſſneſs, been neglected, I thought it mig 
ef publick Service to undertake it; bo r0 vins 
dicate the injured Gentleman, and to give ch 
World a Sample of What we are to hope Jorg" 
from Men who, in the Infancy of Power, Bess 
it be ſtrengthened by Time, and grown Wantag | 
with Succeſs, dare act in ſo flragant amanner 2: 
The Report from the Committee of Ways and * ; 
Means being before the. Houle, Sie Hallam > | | 
Whitlock, who loves ro be merry, ati often ty, 
makes others ſo, by accident ſaid, That che 
preſent Parliament may truly be called the R.. 
preſentatives of the People, becauſe it was farly; 
choſen, without Bribery, or the int 3 4 
the Court; and even unbiaſs d by eee & 
rantable Proclamation by which the Pagkiament 
was call d. Whether the Court · Party. t e | 
in an Ironical. Senſe or not, ILcannot a f bete | 1 
ſo it was, the Speech gave great Otfenge bey 
were fir d upon it, the Words were takeg ann, Lit 
and poor Sir-H{{liam was to be ſent to the Towers + 
Ola. Sir Milliam behav d himſelf widhhigyſual; + 
Spirit of Undauntedneſs; and cho the Taper be.” 
but a cold Lodging for a Man of Fou A; 
did not ſeem to tear ir, but yer did net 8 
to explaia bimſelf, by addreſſisg to the boy 
in thele Words 2 Sir, Jam not certain that I: 
we lard unwarrantable; but I will * 
me to ſa ibe Proclamatigu- ir an unprecagenre 
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was an apprehenſion how unpopular ita 

have been to have treated a Man of:Sir 

liam's Vears and Character with: N Yes as 
: It happen d in the Debate u 


Rae Gentle 
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| ſeconded the Motion: But Mr, Smith oppoſed 


it, as being then irregular, becauſe rhe Houſe -- 
was already upon. the Reſolutions of the Com- 


mittee; tho ar the ſame time he declar'd, that 


> when tha Buſineſs ſhould be over, he would: 


ſecond any Gentleman who ſhould make the 
” aforeſaid Motion. 
" Thus far Things went pretty well!; the Buſi- 
, neſs of the Day was purſu'd, and all Animoſities 
' ſeeni'd td ſleep: Altho' it was plain'the Court- 
Party lay upon the Watch for an Opportunity 
to Sowle (as my L —(d T d expreſſeth him- 
ſelf) ſome Body. Nor were they long witbout 
- what they wanted; for, it ſeems, in the late 
Debate, Mr. Aiſaly had ſaid, he would not have 
laid ſo great Streſs on Sir William Mpitloch's 
Words, if he had nor obſerv'd that another 
Gentleman (meaning Sir Milliam Hyndbam) had 
g on a former occaſion reflected upon the Procla- 
* mation. Sir Milliam Wyndham, who perceiv*d 
> kimelf ſtruck ar, and defir'd to be fer right in 
{ the Opinion of the Houſe, at a proper time, 
# frankly own'd he hadin a former Debate de- 
clared, He thought the Proclamation to be Dan- 
? gere, and that he (till was of rhe ſame Opi- 
nion; to juſtify which he renew'd the Motion 
ſor a Day to take the Proclamation into Conſi- 
deration ; and Mr. Smith, by ſeconding the 
Motion, very honourably acquitted himſelf of 
+. his late Promiſe. : NG 


Here now the Buſineſs was ſet in a right 


Channel, and there ſeem'd no room for Debate. 
A Motion was firſt made by a 1hzg, and ſe- 
1 conded by a Tory; and afterwards the ſame 
1 Motion was made by a Tory, and ſeconded by a 
ub; and both Sides might have agreed with- 
Hut further Contention. ” 

. Neither did the Reaſon of the Thing admit 
ef a Diſpute: For if the Proclamation was 
thought to be Dangeaous by any Member, why 
ſhould not he be allow'd to give his Reaſons ar 
4 convenient Time, unleſs it was apprehended 
bis Reaſons might be roo convincing 2 And if 
the Court - Party did not really think the Procla- 
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* verſe querulous Spirit of their Antagoniſts ? 
Let any one give a tolerable Account of this 
reſtiveneſs in them, and I ſhall be ſatisſied: 
Nay, I could be content with any thing but 
a what they gravely pretended, That it 
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mation to be Dangerous, why did they not lay 
bold on this Opportunity of ſhewing the per- 
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mons to appoint a Day to conſider his Proclas. 
mation. — 8 "9.2 
| The Truth is, the Court-Party did not like 
to have any Inquiſition into their Proceedings 4 
What they do muſt be ſwallow'd down, like 
Porions, implicitly, without ſtraining, without 
examination. And although the hig, pretend 
that Kings are accountable to their Subjects for 
their Actions, yer they will not allow any one 
Act of a Whig-Miniſtry to be touch'd, or fo 
much as examined into, © 1 15 
So now, far from complying with Sir . 
lam Nyndbam's Motion, they ſpring a new De- 
ſign, and are reſolved to humble him for bis 
preſuming to meddle with fo Sacred Thing as a 
Proclamation. A Printed one they want, an 
it luckily falls out Lord Finch has one in his 


Pocket, which he pulls our, and they order to 


be read. Then Sir Mililiam is called upopto 
proceed immediately ro make good, W.. 
rerm'd, his Charge upon che ame 


and he is given to underſtand, that if be Boch 1 
not do this inſtantly, and to their füll Satiſ-⸗ 


faction, he ſhall be anſwerable for his Dange- 
rous Reflections. e 
Behold the State of the Queſtion quite chang d. 


Sir W. Myndbam from being Plaintiff is become 


Defendant; and inſtead of being allowꝰꝗ a Day 
to prove his Propoſition, he is frequently and 
loudly called upon to anſwer for his Preſump- 
tion, and that immediately, upon the Spot, or 
let him take what follows. — 


This he conceiv'd unreaſonable; nor was it 


to be imagin'd he could be prepar'd for the En» 
counter, the whole Debate happened by an Ac- 
cident; fo that he could not be expected to have 
Materials ſuĩtable to the Occaſion. He offered 
it to the Houſe, that, by the Privileges of the 
Houſe, no Member can be called upon to 
Speak; Thar he apprehended it to be the Duty 
ef every Member to lay before the Houſe any 
Act of State, which F. in his Underſtanding 
ro be Irregular or Dangerous; That the Ex- 
preſſion he uſed was Parliamentary, and there- 
fore that he was no more concerned in it than 
any other Member, much leſs anſwerable for it; 
That in point of Order, when any Member 
brings before the Houſe a- Matter of Conſe- 
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quence, he ought to have a Day appointed, if | 


LO 


he requires it, to give the Houſe the beſt Infor- Q 


tion be can therein. And then Sir Milian |. 
Motion. | "Is 2 


concluded, with inſiſting upon his 


AY 


* 2 


Me % 
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= | after all, the falſe Step he made in ſeconding 
e- | Sir Milliams Motion was not his Fault, 
is | becauſe the Matter had not been concerted be- 
4 ſore- hand, and at that time he did not know 
id an which Side it might be judged proper for 
us im to be. 
0:4. Ar length, after a long and hot Debate, Mr. 
9 Joulemey became a Reconciler. He aggravated 
Se enge, as he termed it, to the 
„ bigheſt . © He declar'd Sir Milliam to be 
th Within the Power-of the Houſe (which no body 
il⸗doubted) and at their Mercy (from which good 
Lord deliver us): He recommended Lenity 
„„ | and Moderation, and concluded with a Motion 
d. | ro Adjourn, 7. e. to drop the Affair entirely. 
Te | But this Sir William oppoſed with Warmth, 
ay elacing ix te be ſtill his Opinion, that he had 
nd | not exceeded th Duty of a Member, and 
IP- | therefore that he ſtood not in need of Mercy; 
or | and then inſiſted upon his Motion. Hereupon 
* Mr. Poultney retracted his Lenity, and moved 
SIT | that the Queſtion debated before might ſtand 3 
zn=. | which was put, and carried. | 
Ac- | After which it was objected, that in point of 
ave | Order no Member ought to be cenſured for 
red | Words by bim ſpoken, unleſs the expreſs Words 
the | had been particularly taken down. before the 
to Debate: Whereas here there had not only been 
aty | a Debate, bur alſo a Diviſion of the Houſe, 
ny | fince the offenſive Words had been ſpoken. And 
ing | this Point of Order the Honourable Speaker, 
Ex- | when Appealed to, did declare to be as was 
ren opend. Which Particular I own is no further 
ban | eſſential, that as it ſhews that the known Rules 
"It of their own Houſe were of as little Weight 
ber | with them, as the Juſtice of Sir Milliam's Caule, 
nſe- | and of leſs weight with them nothing could be. 
, if Sir William being now called upon from all 
for- Quarters to withdraw, and gueſſing where all 


| xheir Lenity would 
FO 
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great deal more that was ſaid by Gentlemen on 
the ſame Side. 
tion, that was read, to be falſe Printed, and 
conſequently not the King's. Still the louder 
Noiſe was for the Courtiers; and even Mr. 
Smith, who had misbehav'd by ſeconding Sir 
Hilliam's Motion, was now obſerved to turn 
Penitenr, and to Chime in with great Warmth 
and much Eloquence, in his Way, againſt Sir 
Milliam. How requiſite is double Zeal and 
double Diligence at certain Junctures! though, 


terminate, deſired the Senſe 


Nay, to prove the Proclama- 


(3) 


But it was in vain to urge all this, and a 


thing he had a Right to, that was demanded 


* 


- ticular Caſe, he took the whole Community to 
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Noble Lord's diſcernment; who foreſaw ne was 


of the Privilege of this Houſe. 


of the Houſe might be known by a Queſtion, þ 
whether he ſhould withdraw or no? This he 
had a Right to demand, ard was the only 


and nor refuſed. So the QQueftion was put, 
and the Nas carried it by a great Majority. 
Accordingly, in Obedience to the Houle, Sir 
Milliam withdrew ; when, ro the Conſterna- 
tion of the Courtiers, all thoſe who had voted Þ? 
againſt bis withdrawing, to the number of One 
hundred and thirty or thereabouts, roſe from 
their Seats and went out along with him, re- 
ſolving not to proſtitute their Names to a Houſe 
which proceeded with ſo little Temper, and fo 
directly contrary to Juſtice, to the Rules of that 
Houſe, and to the Liberties of Englifomen. 
Upon which Occaſion a Member of Note, 
who hath as few raſh Words to anſwer for as 
any Man, and who had diſtinguiſh'd bimſelf 
that Day in the Debate, could not forbear de- 
clarirg, as I am well inform'd, That the Li- 
berties of England withdrew with them; hereby 
intimating, that when a Majority of that Houſe 
could act in ſo arbitrary a manner in that par- 


be in danger. He likewiſe declared, that he 
once blamed Lord Bolingbroke for retiring, but 
now he could not help commending that : 
likely to fall into Hands in which no Inno 
cent Man could be ſafe, * 0 
After the withdrawing of the Members, tbe 
remaining Part of the Houſe were afraid to run 
into the Extremities they at firſt deſigned witing 
regard to Sir William Wyndham, becauſe it is 
probable they ſaw they had gone too far al- 
ready: But yet they came to the following 
Reſolutions : | 
Reſolved, That Sir William Wyndham having 
reflected upon His Majeſty's Proclamation of the _ | 
15th of January laſt for Calling a new Parlia ; © | 
ment, and having reſuſed to juſtify bis Charge, 
although often called upon ſo to do, is guilty of 
a great Indignity to Hu Majeſty, and of a Breach + 


Ordered, That Sir William Wyndham 3e 
(for the ſaid Offence) reſtimanded, in his Place, 
by Mr. Speakers 3 | 4 | 

Next Day, when the Honſe was fate, the 
Speaker, after ſome little Diſcourſe abourx } ? 
Forms, toſe up and ſpoke chus to Sir Wills 


| . 
nyndbam, who ſtood in his Place ugcayer d, 
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#his Houſe; 
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Si, William Wyndham; 
53 am 
2 this 
vin Place by me. | pit 
I bave preſumed to reflect on His Majeſty s 
* Prociamation, and made an unwarrantable Uſe of 
the Ex edom of Speech granted by His Majeſty: 
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Their Committee of Secrecy, the era Copy 
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to acquaint you thar the Houſs bas come I that in Forty One, is to finiſh the great Work 
Reſelution, That you be Reprimanded in t have at Heart. That was called the Cloſe | 


Tui, Houſe has made their Moderation appear, 
and n their Lenity, by laying the mildeſt 
cenie your Offence was apable f. Iam ordered Ftrafford, and afterwards in that of the Royal 


% Reprimhand you, and do Reprimand you accord- 


% b 
©. 

” *y 
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To which Sir Miliam replied: 


1 -£84rn you my Thanks for what you bade 
Duty of your Office, in ſo Candid and 
4 Manner : AT ama Member ef 
ry well know I muſt acquieſce in 


the Determiii en of the Houſe. | 
But I am & conſcious of any Indignity to 


=? 


A Fiis Majehy, -or ie 2» Rreach of the Privilege of 1 And it appears how well the 57 eee, 


**-tbis Houſe, and ii refore I have no Thanks to give 
\ thoſe Genilemen Wo, under Pretence of Lenity, 


; 


mY 
* 
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eve breug lu this Cegſure upon me. 


and one may juſtly wander both that it went 


o high; and that it went no higher. The 


HBufigeſs was, the Cohfe Party ſeemed 15 have 
. ͤ Sofas they 
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vere 
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rare, and ſo were forced to make a 


1 Bult to f. over new Spicit-=Neirher did th 
act by concert: It was a random Spark whic 
ſet them in a Flame; they propoſed to make 


{the moſt of ir, and reckon'd upon a ſure and 
i complear Conquelt. But the unexpected Stand, 


Which was made, broke their indigeſted Mea- 


\ : fares, and entirely diſconcerted them. Bur 


F 4 
: 


now they ſeem reſolved ro make all up, and 


73 effectually to 1 <na any Spirir, whence they 


can apprehend 


urure Oppoſition, They have 


upon the Anvil a Scheme well and maturely 


4 


* red, tempered by all Hands, Foreign and 
F tick, > this is to do Wonders, to en- 
lighten the Blind, puniſh the Wicked, rewar 

; |abe Sufferers, without one Dram of Honeſty in 
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; a FSach ws thi Tun which this Affair took e dn Sign that they did not leave to Chance 


a aps and was appointed for much the 
die Purpoſe that our Modern one is, had ſome: 
the ſame Names to adorn it, and the ſame 
Tower: And as herein we have followed the 
Example of that Righteous Parliament, which 
as firſt fleſh'd in the Blood of the Earl of 


watartyr 3 which deſtroyed Epiſcopacy, and 
.c-zerturned the whole Laws: So it is likely we' 
all proceed; I hope not exactly in the fame 
Steps, altho we ſhall endeavour to keep as 
near our Original as we can. 7 5 | 
That nothing fair can be expected from them] 
may be inferred from the care taken, that none, 
but ſach as are of the true Stamp, ſhould be. 
chſoen of this Committee. | ws þ 


becaule upon the Ballot it W. d cher be 
teen Sir Richard Onſlow, who had moſt Votes, 
ord Conningsby who had the feweſt, the 
difference was inconſiderable, Fifteen 1 think 3 


e Nomination of theſe, Men, who are to do 
e precious Work for them. Let any one 
ebe Steps taken by the Parliament in 


= 


Forty On- with be: 1 
not be at a loſs to find out the Compaſs by 
which we are ſto re. 
So, once mos e for the good of the Repub-: 
lick, innocent Words muſt be miſ- interpreted, 
unguarded Expreſſions ftrained and 'wrefted,' 
and Particulars, which have no manner of reg 
lation to each other, muſt be clapt together, 
compared and blended into Plots: Oace more 
accumulated Treaſon muſt be brought forth to 
the Terror of all Well-wiſhers to the Church 
and Conſtitution; and Perſecution in the Shape 
of a Committee, is to ſpread her Influence ſar 
- and near. | | | CORTE SAY YT» 
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Sevit, & in lucem Stygiis emi[ſa tenebyis - © 
Pallida Tiſiphone, morbos agit ante metumg : 


1 | Ii dies evidum ſurgens caput altius effgrty © 
de Compoſition. Ii dies evidum ſurgens coput altius fert, 
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